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Over the years, as Patron of the Southern Cross 

Soloists, I have appreciated immensely the deep 

commitment of our esteemed core musicians 

to their unique craft and how they can combine 

a busy teaching, rehearsal and performing 

schedule to continually deliver world-class and 

memorable concert experiences to appreciative 

and loyal audiences.  I have been privileged to 

enjoy the intimate Concert Hall moments as well 

as performances in other venues. My ongoing 

enjoyment in attending Southern Cross Soloists 

events is shared by so many including faithful 

subscribers, donors, sponsors, concertgoers 

young and old, and it is heartening to see so 

many performances at capacity. I am sure with 

the program on offer for 2019, we are in for 

a series of treats that will not disappoint. Our 

local musicians, alongside visiting artists from 

our nation and abroad, will continue to create 

memorable moments with integrity 

and compassion.

I am proud of the partnership the Southern 

Cross Soloists has with QPAC and wish to extend 

a sincere thank you to the ongoing support by our 

governments to the Arts, and in particular to our 

beloved Soloists.

Looking ahead, I am excited by the vision the 

Artistic, Management and Board teams are 

implementing with innovative plans to raise 

national and international profiles whilst 

remaining our home-grown chamber music 

ensemble, bringing joy to those from all walks 

of life. I warmly welcome you to join me in 

attending concerts and other events with 

our Southern Cross Soloists.

A Message 
from our Patron “I have no special talents. I am only passionately 

curious” - Albert Einstein.

Humans are innately inquisitive creatures that 

are hard wired for curiosity. This year Southern 

Cross Soloists delves into the many facets of 

human curiosity: the sparks that have triggered 

amazing discoveries and produced incredible 

works of art and music. The 2019 program 

promises to take you on an intimate performance 

journey that reaches beyond just the music to 

explore a rich tapestry of cultures, beliefs and 

scientific discoveries. Joining us is an outstanding 

line up of guest artists presenting a vibrant 

program, a fascinating kaleidoscope of colours, 

cultures and stories from across the globe.

Concert 1, Lunar New Year explores the fusion 

of East meets West with cello soloist Li-Wei Qin 

and international erhu superstar George Gao 

with master works by Saint-Saëns and Stravinsky, 

and a new world premiere work by Australian 

Lyle Chan. Narrator Eddie Ayres and didgeridoo 

soloist Chris Williams join us for fascinating 

insights into the history of navigation 

including the rich astronomical traditions 

of our own Australian aborigines in 

Concert 2, Maps and Journeys, presented 

in association with Queensland Music 

Festival. And finally, international 

violin virtuoso Amalia Hall stars 

in Concert 3, Lyrical Reflections 

where we celebrate the intersection between 

nature and art, highlighted by the contrast of 

our English colonial past and the image of the 

Australian sunburnt country and bushland that 

we so closely identify with today.

We look forward to you coming on the journey 

with us in 2019; a vivid celebration of diverse 

cultures, human curiosity and discovery  

through the global language of music.

TA N I A  F R A Z E R

Artistic Director

Welcome to 2019

THE HONOURABLE DAME QUENTIN BRYCE AD CVO

Patron of Southern Cross Soloists
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Lunar New Year 
Memories from Childhood

GUEST ART ISTS Li-Wei Qin (cello), George Gao (erhu) 

and Kristian Chong (piano).

W HEN  Sunday 17 February 2019 at 3pm

W HERE  Concert Hall, Reverse Mode, QPAC 

DUR AT ION  110 minutes (includes interval)

Celebrate the 2019 Lunar New Year with Australia’s leading chamber ensemble, 

Southern Cross Soloists, and an impressive lineup of guest soloists as they bid 

adieu (zàijiàn) to the Chinese Year of the Dog and usher in the Year of the Pig – 

a year which promises to be full of good fortune and luck.
 

Brilliant colour and sheer exuberance will feature in this jubilant concert of 

East meets West, with a vibrant mix of modern and age-old traditional folk 

songs. Southern Cross Soloists share the stage with special guests: cello 

virtuoso Li-Wei Qin; piano soloist Kristian Chong; and international erhu 

superstar George Gao, one of the most exciting, innovative and respected 

erhu masters of our time.
  

From Chinese folk song and virtuosic artistry to Saint-Saëns’ grand zoological 

fantasy and Stravinsky’s elusive Firebird Suite, a highlight of the concert will 

be the world première of a new work by Australia’s own Lyle Chan, inspired by 

the ancient folk story of the animals of the Chinese Zodiac.

Saint-Saëns Carnival of the Animals selections

Bao Yuan Kai Happy Lantern Festival; Mountain Tune; Yangge Dance

Mao Yuan  Happy Spring

Chen Yao-Xin Galloping Horses                 

Gao  Mongolian Fantasy/Erhu of the Night                               

Paganini  Moses Fantasy MS 23
  

  (Interval)
  

Lyle Chan  Carnival of the Chinese Animals World Premiere 

Stravinsky The Firebird Suite selections

Ashley Smith 
Alex Raineri 
Tania Frazer

Kristian ChongLi-Wei Qin George Gao
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Ashley Smith 
Alex Raineri

Maps and Journeys 
Navigating by the Sky

Southern Cross Soloists and QPAC in association with Queensland Music Festival present

W HEN  Sunday 21 July 2019 at 3pm

W HERE  Concert Hall, Reverse Mode, QPAC 

DUR AT ION  90 minutes (no interval)

Navigation is one of the greatest challenges that humans have faced since the beginning of time, although 

with today’s technology we take it for granted. However, it actually took centuries of trial and error for man 

to find ways to navigate the world we live in through charting the sea, the land and the sky. Long before 

Europeans set foot on Australian soil, Indigenous Australians had rich astronomical traditions, and 

extraordinary navigational abilities. Through their unique understanding of the star constellations and their 

creation of star maps and Songlines, they were able to establish sophisticated trade routes covering vast 

distances across the Australian continent. Likewise, European explorers were using star navigation 

to explore the mysterious east and unknown southern oceans. Maps and Journeys will explore the routes of 

both these cultures and their eventual intersection. The concert will also feature a world premiere of a new 

work called Ginan; the Southern Cross star given a new Indigenous name to recognise Aboriginal astronomy. 

Vivaldi   La Tempesta di Mare RV433 

Sculthorpe  Earth Cry 

Ravel   Miroirs No. 3: Une barque sur l’océan     

John Rotar  Ginan: Songs of Knowledge World Premiere      

Debussy/Jolivet/Sculthorpe Terra, Luna, Astra: selections of solo instrumental works

Khachaturian  Adagio from Spartacus       

Debussy   La Mer L. 109 

Eddie Ayres Chris Williams

GUEST ART ISTS Eddie Ayres (narrator) and Chris Williams (trumpet and didgeridoo).
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Lyrical Ref lections 
with Amalia Hall

W HEN  Sunday 3 November 2019 at 3pm

W HERE  Concert Hall, Reverse Mode, QPAC 

DUR AT ION  90 minutes (no interval)

A favourite at the 2018 Bangalow Music Festival, international superstar violinist, Amalia Hall joins 

Southern Cross Soloists for their final concert of 2019, Lyrical Reflections.
 

This program promises to awaken the senses with musical compositions of splendour and beauty that 

paint vivid imagery of lush rolling hills and reflect on times gone by. Visions of the beautiful and gently 

tranquil countryside have long inspired composers to recreate images of rural idylls through their music, 

offering listeners a pastoral and reflective escape to memories of wandering alone through nature. 

The highlights of this concert include Vaughan William’s hauntingly beautiful violin solo work, 

The Lark Ascending and Elgar’s moving Enigma Variations.

Bach  Concerto for violin and oboe BWV 1060                       

Brophy  New Work World Premiere

Max Richter November                                                          

Vaughan Williams The Lark Ascending                     

Ross Edwards Nura                                                                                

Elgar  Enigma Variations Op. 36

Amalia Hall

“What chocolatey low-string 
playing! What gossamer 
lightness up high! And such 
a compelling sense of rhythm...”
A U S T R A L I A N  S T A G E  O N L I N E 

Amalia’s performance at Bangalow Music Festival
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Enjoy aromatic coffee and fascinating 

conversation at Brisbane’s favourite book 

nook, Avid Reader West End, with the 2019 SXS 

Coffee Conversations Series. This intimate event 

featuring music, interviews, and behind-the-

scenes insights into the world of our 2019 guest 

virtuosos, composers, and Southern Cross 

Soloists is the perfect Friday pre-dinner event.

B OOK  YO U R  F R E E  T I C K E T S

Southern Cross Soloists: (07) 3844 7260 

or southernxsoloists.com

Avid Reader:  (07) 3846 3422 

or books@avidreader.com.au
 

Seating is limited; pre-booking advised.

SXS Next Gen 
Artists Program

The SXS Next Gen Artists program offers 

outstanding mentorship, professional 

development and performance opportunities to 

exceptional young Queensland musicians on the 

cusp of their professional careers. The recipients 

of the program are provided with opportunities to 

perform at QPAC and the Bangalow Music Festival 

alongside leading Australian and international 

performers, and receive valuable mentoring 

from these prominent musicians.

Margaret Schindler 
Vocal Scholarship

As a founding member of Southern Cross Soloists, 

Margaret Schindler was an integral part of the 

ensemble for 21 years. In honour of Margaret’s 

outstanding contribution to Southern Cross 

Soloists and music education, Southern Cross 

Soloists has established the Margaret Schindler 

Vocal Scholarship to provide mentoring, 

professional development and performance 

opportunities to emerging singers. Under the 

expert tutelage of Margaret Schindler, one of 

Australia’s foremost vocal pedagogues, the 

scholarship aims to bridge the gap between 

tertiary study and a professional career.

Bangalow Music 
Festival 2019

W HEN 9-11 August 2019 

W HERE A & I Hall, Bangalow

In its 18th year, the Bangalow Music Festival 

will once again feature the cream of national 

and international artists in a cornucopia of 

avantgarde and classical works. The 2019 

festival theme will be Conversations through 

Chamber Music, presenting a festival program 

that celebrates the true essence of chamber 

music: communication and collaboration. 

The festival will feature a glittering lineup of 

acclaimed chamber music ensembles and 

leading Australian and international soloists.

Early Bird tickets go on sale 29 January 2019.

SXS Avid Reader Cof fee 
Conversations 2019 Series

W HEN  15 February, 19 July and 1 November 2019 at 5:30pm

W HERE  Avid Reader Books: 193 Boundary Street, West End, QLD 4101 

DUR AT ION  45 minutes

15 February  East Meets West: Featuring George Gao (international erhu soloist)

19 July  Navigating by the Stars: Featuring radio presenter Eddie Ayres 

  and guest astronomer from the Brisbane Planetarium

1 November The Life of an International Violin Soloist: Featuring Amalia Hall

Ashley Smith 11



Tania Frazer
Artistic Director, Oboe

Artistic Director of Southern Cross Soloists since 

2011, Tania Frazer completed her degrees at 

the Guildhall School of Music in London on full 

scholarship. Tania has performed as Principal 

Oboe with the Schleswig-Holstein Orchestra 

under Maazel, Rostropovich and Solti; the Israel 

Philharmonic under Zubin Mehta and Valery 

Gergiev; the Royal Scottish National Orchestra; 

the New Zealand Symphony; the Jerusalem 

Symphony; Stavanger Symphony in Norway; the 

Montreal Chamber Orchestra and was Principal 

Cor Anglais of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. 

From 2004-2008, Tania was Principal Oboe with 

the Australian Chamber Orchestra and performed 

as a soloist on their 2006 European tour. As 

Southern Cross Soloists’ Artistic Director, Tania 

has been the Musical Director of many productions 

including The Red Shoes and The Host with 

Expressions Dance Company and Invisible Me 

for QPAC’s 2012 Out of the Box Festival. In 2015, 

Tania performed as a guest soloist with the 

Daejeon Philharmonic in Korea.

Ashley Smith 
Clarinet 

Described as ‘Incandescent ... a masterly 

display of skill and insight ... as an apologist for 

contemporary music-making, you would search 

hard to find this young clarinettist's equal’ 

(The Age). Ashley is an internationally acclaimed 

clarinet soloist, recitalist, and chamber musician. 

A graduate of Yale University and the Australian 

National Academy of Music, Ashley is a laureate of 

numerous prestigious prizes including the APRA 

Performance of the Year (for Lachlan Skipworth’s 

Clarinet Concerto with the WASO), the Freedman 

Fellowship, an ABC Symphony International Young 

Performer Award, and a Churchill Fellowship. 

Ashley is also a Buffet-Crampon Artist. Ashley has 

performed throughout Australia, the USA, Europe 

and Asia with Bang on a Can, the Chamber Music 

Society of the Lincoln Center, Chamber Music 

Northwest, the Kennedy Center, the Beijing Modern 

Music Festival, and IRCAM. Ashley is an Assistant 

Professor at the University of WA where he is the 

Head of Winds and Contemporary Performance.

Alan Smith
Violin

Alan Smith completed postgraduate studies at 

the Robert Schumann Institute in Dusseldorf. He 

has had extensive experience as a Concertmaster, 

both within Australia and overseas, and has been 

a soloist with the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, 

Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Queensland 

Symphony Orchestra (QSO) as well as appearing 

in various chamber music ensembles in Australia 

and Europe. Alan stepped down from the position 

of concertmaster of the QSO at the start of 2011 

to create time for broader musical opportunities. 

Since then, he has recorded for ABC FM, and 

appeared as a guest soloist with Hector McDonald 

at the 2011 International Horn Symposium. Alan 

continues to appear regularly as concertmaster 

and soloist with the QSO. Alan teaches part-time 

at the Queensland Conservatorium Griffith 

University and is also a regular tutor for the 

Conservatorium orchestras as well as the 

Queensland Youth Symphony. He plays a violin 

made by Jose Contreras in 1770.

Alex Raineri
Piano 

Twenty-four year old Australian pianist Alex Raineri, 

described by Limelight Magazine as ‘a soloist 

of superb skill and musicality’, is a sought-after 

recitalist, concerto soloist and chamber musician. 

International performances include tours of 

California, South-East Asia, United Kingdom, 

New Zealand, Germany and Austria. Alex regularly 

broadcasts on ABC Classic FM and the MBS Networks 

and has performed concertos with the Queensland, 

Tasmanian, Darwin and West Australian Symphony 

Orchestras, Orchestra Victoria, Four Winds Festival, 

Bangalow Music Festival and the Queensland Pops 

Orchestra. Major competitions won include the 

Kerikeri International Piano Competition, Australian 

National Piano Award, ANAM Concerto Competition, 

and Michael Kieran Harvey Scholarships. Chamber 

partnerships include performances with Andreas 

Ottensamer, Sara Macliver, Natalie Clein, Greta 

Bradman, Kathryn Stott, Slava Grigoryan, Brett 

Dean, Opera Queensland and Expressions Dance 

Company. Alex is a fellow of the Australian National 

Academy of Music and is presently undertaking 

doctorate studies at QCGU.
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Lina Andonovska
Flute SXS Associate Artist

Lina Andonovska leads a diverse career as 

soloist, chamber musician, orchestral player, 

collaborator and educator. Quickly gaining 

recognition internationally as a fearless and 

versatile artist, she has collaborated and 

performed with Crash Ensemble, Australian 

Chamber Orchestra, s t a r g a z e, Southern 

Cross Soloists and eighth blackbird. She is 

critically acclaimed for her interpretation of 

new music, Rolling Stone Magazine hailed 

her performance of Bun-Ching Lam’s piccolo 

concertino at the Bang On A Can Summer 

Festival at Mass MoCA as ‘superbly played … ‘

Recent performance credits include the German 

premiere of Dean’s flute concerto ‘Siduri Dances’ 

with the Deutsches Kammerorchester, recitals 

at the Tokyo Experimental Festival, and guest 

appearances with s t a r g a z e across Germany. 

John Rotar
Composer-in-Residence

Growing up in a musical family, John started piano 

at the age of six, and  composition at nine, and at 

twelve had his first orchestral work performed by 

the Bundaberg Youth Orchestra. Since then John 

has had his works performed and commissioned 

by the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, Southern 

Cross Soloists, Australian Youth Orchestra, 

Queensland Youth Orchestras, Flinders String 

Quartet, UQ Symphony Orchestra, Southern Cross 

Voices, among others, and has garnered such 

awards as the 2013 Queensland Wagner Society 

National Composition Prize, the 2014 Fanfare 

Artology Prize, 2015 Percy Briar Memorial Prize, 

and the 2016 Jean Bogan Youth Prize. Since 

2013, John has worked as an arranger with the 

Southern Cross Soloists on a number of projects 

including their QPAC subscription concerts and 

Bangalow Music Festival concerts, as well as 

their ballet collaborations with Expressions 

Dance Company. John is currently undertaking 

his doctorate studies in composition at the 

University of Queensland.

“Music gives soul 
to the universe, 

wings to the
mind, f light to 

the imagination 
and charm and 

gaiety to life.”
P L AT O
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Guest Artists

One of Australia’s leading pianists, Kristian Chong has performed throughout 

Australia and the UK, and in China, France, New Zealand, Singapore, Hong 

Kong, Taiwan, USA, and Zimbabwe. His wide-ranging performance schedule 

finds him equally at home as concerto soloist, chamber musician and recitalist.

As concerto soloist he has appeared with the Adelaide, Melbourne, Queensland, 

Sydney and Tasmanian Symphony Orchestras, and orchestras in the UK, New 

Zealand and China. Recent concerto highlights include Shostakovich 2nd, 

Chopin 2nd, Rachmaninoff 3rd, Beethoven’s Emperor in Melbourne, Ravel’s 

Left Hand concerto in Melbourne (Australian Youth Orchestra) and Dunedin 

(Dunedin Symphony Orchestra) and Saint-Saëns 2nd concerto with the 

Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Described by The Age as ‘a true chamber 

musician at work’, Kristian is highly sought after with extensive collaborations 

with ensembles. His competition successes include the Symphony Australia 

Young Performers Award (keyboard) and the Australian National Piano Award.

Kristian Chong, piano

Hailed as one of the most exciting, innovative and respected erhu masters 

today, George Gao began studying the erhu at the age of six and at age 10 

won First Prize at the Shanghai Junior Instrumental Soloist Competition and a 

Silver Medal at the China National Junior Instrumental Soloist Contest. George 

studied at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and the Royal Conservatory of 

Music in Toronto. He won the three highest prizes at the Beijing China National 

Invitational erhu Competition, launching his international solo career that has 

seen him perform regularly in the USA, Canada, France, Germany, Denmark, 

Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and China. George has appeared as a soloist with 

orchestras such as the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Bamberg Symphony 

Orchestra, Aalborg Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, 

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Taiwan National Chinese Orchestra, National 

Arts Center Symphony Orchestra and I Musici. George regularly performs 

recitals in prestige venues around the world and is frequently featured on 

China’s most popular TV channel, CCTV, watched by over a billion people.

George has pioneered the development of new music for the erhu, fusing 

traditional Chinese music with jazz, Western Classical music, New Age, and 

other ethnic music from different world cultures. He also performs popular 

music with the Beijing rock band Red Maple Leaf and the pop group Snowman.  

George is currently a professor in residence of Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts.

George Gao, erhu

An exclusive Universal Music China Artist, Li-Wei Qin has appeared all over 

the world as a soloist and as a chamber musician. After achieving great 

success at the 11th Tchaikovsky International Competition where he was 

awarded the Silver Medal, Li-Wei won the First Prize in the prestigious 2001 

Naumburg Competition in New York. Described by Gramophone Magazine as, 

‘A superbly stylish, raptly intuitive performer ... ‘, highlights of recent years 

include a debut with the London Symphony, Russian Philharmonic, Czech 

Chamber and Brussels Chamber Orchestras, and return visits to the China 

Philharmonic, Guangzhou Symphony and Melbourne Symphony Orchestras.

Born in Shanghai Li-Wei moved to Australia at the age of 13, before accepting 

scholarships to study with Ralph Kirshbaum at the Royal Northern College 

of Music, Manchester and with David Takeno at the Guildhall School of Music 

and Drama, London. He was invited to join the BBC ‘New Generations’ 

scheme in 2001 and in 2002, and received the Young Australian of the 

Year Award. Li-Wei was a professor of cello at the Royal Northern College 

of Music, Manchester and is also a guest professor at Shanghai and Central 

Conservatory of Music in China. Li-Wei plays a 1780 Joseph Guadagnini 

cello, generously loaned by Dr and Mrs Wilson Goh.

Li-Wei Qin, cello

New Zealand violinist Amalia Hall is distinguished by her pure and natural artistry 

and has been praised for her ‘compelling ... spellbinding performance’. Amalia 

studied at the prestigious Curtis Institute of Music and became New Zealand’s 

youngest concertmaster when she was appointed as Concertmaster of Orchestra 

Wellington in 2016. Amalia won first prize at the Postacchini, Tunbridge Wells, 

and Janacek International Violin competitions and the NZ National Concerto 

Competition and NZ Young Performer of the Year as well as top prizes at the 

International Tchaikovsky Competition and Joseph Joachim competitions. 

Since making her debut at the age of 9 with the Auckland Philharmonia, 

Amalia has been a regular soloist with orchestras in New Zealand and around 

the world, performing with I Virtuosi Italiani, Munich Chamber Orchestra, NDR 

Radiophilharmonie, National Symphony Orchestra of Uzbekistan, Filarmonica 

Marchigiana, Mexico State Symphony Orchestra and others. Her extensive 

international performances includes concerts throughout Europe, USA, South 

Africa, Australia, China, Mexico, Uzbekistan and NZ. Amalia regularly performs 

with leading chamber ensembles NZ Chamber Soloists and NZTrio and teaches in 

NZ at the University of Waikato as well as in Italy, England, Uzbekistan and Mexico. 

Amalia Hall, violin
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BOX OFFICE QPAC Box Office, QPAC, South Bank  ONLINE qpac.com.au  PHONE 136 246 

POST Southern Cross Soloists Package, QPAC, PO Box 3567, South Bank, QLD 4101

Please send completed form with your cheque, money order or credit card details.

Book Your Tickets

Step 1

SELEC T PACK AG E T Y PE,  QUANTITY  & CONCERTS:

3 concerts:  ___ Adult $186  ___ Concession* $123

2 concerts:  ___ Adult $127  ___ Concession* $86

□ 17 February: Lunar New Year

□ 21 July: Maps and Journeys

□ 3 November: Lyrical Reflections

SELECT ADDITIONAL SINGLE T ICKETS (OPTIONAL) :

Adult $72 (Concert 1) or $68 (Concert 2 & 3)

Concession* $56 (Concert 1) or $52 (Concert 2 & 3)

Student/Under 30**# $28

17 February: Lunar New Year 

___ Adult  ___ Concession  ___ Student/Under 30

21 July: Maps and Journeys 

___ Adult  ___ Concession  ___ Student/Under 30

3 November: Lyrical Reflections 

___ Adult  ___ Concession  ___ Student/Under 30

CONCESSION CARD TYPE :

□ Pensioner  

□ Centrelink Health Care Card Holder

□ I have a valid Queensland student card

□ I have proof of age via an official document

Step 2

TOTAL YOUR BOOKING:

Package Total:  $ ________

Additional Single Tickets Total: $ ________

Transaction Fee:  $ 7.20

Total Amount Payable:  $ ________

A transaction fee of up to $7.20 (online) or $8.20 (standard 

mail) applies to single ticket and package bookings.

* Eligibility is limited to those holding concession cards: 

Centrelink healthcare and pensioner.

** Full time students with valid Queensland student card.
# Under 30s may need to provide proof of age.

Step 3

COMPLETE YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS:

Title ________  First Name ________________ 

Last Name _____________________________ 

Address _______________________________

_____________________  Postcode ________ 

Phone _____________  Mobile _____________

Email _________________________________

QPAC collects and stores your personal information in 

accordance with the Queensland State Government’s 

Information Privacy Principles.

COMPLETE YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS: 

□ Cheque/Money Order (payable to QPAC)  □ Credit Card  □ Mastercard  □ Visa  □ Diners  □ AMEX

Card Holder’s Name ___________________________  Card Number ___________________________ 

Expiry Date _______  CVS/AMEX ID Number _______________________ Signature ________________

All sales are final. No refunds will be made. Please check tickets on receipt.

St
ep
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Guest Artists

A descendant of the Wakka Wakka people from Queensland, Chris was 

brought up with Indigenous Australian culture from an early age. Chris began 

learning the trumpet from the age of 10 and began to win local and national 

competitions including the National Champion of Champion title. From the age 

of 15 he was invited to perform as a soloist with various ensembles including 

the Australian Army Band. A versatile and talented trumpet player in both the 

classical and jazz genres, Chris has toured with various music ensembles to 

Italy, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, England, Korea, Singapore and Malaysia. 

Chris was principal trumpet with the Australian Youth Orchestra and Hong Kong 

Sinfonietta and has performed with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, the 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra and the BBC Symphony Orchestra.

Chris has performed as a trumpet soloist with the Hobart Chamber Orchestra, 

the Queensland Pops Orchestra and the Australian Army Band and recorded 

(trumpet) for ABC TV and ABC Jazz and Classical Labels. He was nominated for 

the Australian Freedman Fellowship award for Jazz in 2008 and the Australian 

Young Achiever Award in 2007 and 2008.

As a didgeridoo soloist he has performed in Kenya, Tanzania, South Sudan, 

Ghana, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Australia, Ireland, France, Austria, The UK, Italy, 

The Holy See, South Africa. Chris studied his Master’s degree in Classical 

Trumpet Performance at the Royal College of Music in London. 

Other performance highlights include performing in South Africa as part 

of the Queens Baton Relay for the 2018 Commonwealth Games and 

a solo didgeridoo performance at the Vatican.

Chris Williams, 
trumpet and didgeridoo

Eddie Ayres is a writer, music teacher and broadcaster. He was born on the 

White Cliffs of Dover and began playing violin when he was eight years old. 

He studied music in Manchester, Berlin and London, played professionally 

in the UK and Hong Kong and moved to Australia in 2003. Eddie was the 

presenter of ABC Classic FM’s breakfast program for many years.

Eddie has written two books; Cadence, about his journey by bicycle from 

England to Hong Kong with only a violin for company, and Danger Music, 

describing his year teaching music in Afghanistan. Eddie was born Emma, 

and transitioned just before his 50th birthday. 

Eddie Ayres, narrator
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Season Packages 
qpac.com.au or 13 6 246

SPECIAL GROUP DISCOUNTS

For every six tickets purchased in a group, you will receive one complimentary group ticket.

Adult groups: $60 per person

School groups: $20 per person

QPAC Group Sales: (07) 3840 7466 or groups@qpac.com.au

A transaction fee of up to $7.20 applies to single tickets and package bookings.

* Eligibility is limited to those holding concession cards: Centrelink healthcare and pensioner. 

** Full time students with a valid Queensland student card.
# Under 30s may need to provide official document showing proof of age.

3 Concerts

Purchase a three concert 

package and save on 

single ticket prices. 

Total for three concerts:
 

ADULT $186

CONCESSION* $123

2 Concerts

Purchase a two concert 

package and save on 

single ticket prices. 

Total for two concerts:
 

ADULT $127

CONCESSION* $86

Single Tickets

A DULT $72 (Concert 1 only) 

or $68 (Concerts 2 & 3 only)

CONCESSION* 

$56 (Concert 1 only) or 

$52 (Concerts 2 & 3 only)

STUDENT** $28

UNDER 30 # $28

PACKAGE BOOKINGS received over the phone or 

online are processed immediately. Please allow a 

minimum of four weeks for receipt of your tickets.
 

A  TRANSACTION FEE of up to $7.20 

(online bookings) or $8.20 (standard mail) will be 

charged per package and single ticket booking.
 

ALL  SALES ARE FINAL Refunds are not 

available once a booking application has 

been processed. 
 

S INGLE T ICKETS for each concert are 

available by calling 136 246 or visiting 

qpac.com.au. A transaction fee of up to $7.20 

applies per booking. Patrons are able to purchase 

additional single tickets for other shows 

when purchasing a package. Please indicate 

requirements when booking.
 

WHEELCHAIR & DISABIL ITY  ACCESS is 

available at all performances. Please advise 

when booking if required.
 

CONCESSION PRICES are available for full 

pensioners and health care card holders. Student 

prices are available for full time students with a 

valid Queensland student card. Under 30 prices 

are available for patrons with an official proof of 

age document. Please quote your government 

concession number when booking or supply 

photocopied proof of eligibility. Bookings without 

adequate proof cannot be processed.

 

SEATING for all concerts is in numbered, 

reserved seats in the Concert Hall, Reverse 

Mode. In the event of high ticket demand, QPAC 

reserves the right to alter the Concert Hall 

seating and stage arrangements to its original 

mode. In the event that this occurs, QPAC 

ensures ticket buyers will be accommodated in 

an equivalent seat to the reverse mode layout.
 

T ICKETS are subject to availability. 

Book early to avoid disappointment.
 

GROUP BOOKINGS are available for all 

concerts, including a special price for school 

groups. Contact QPAC Group Sales on 

(07) 3840 7466 or groups@qpac.com.au
 

LOST T ICKETS can be replaced. Phone 

136 246 to arrange a lost ticket voucher.
 

LATECOMERS will be admitted to the Concert 

Hall at a suitable break in the performance.
 

COMPLIMENTARY PROGRAMS will be 

available on the day of each concert and issued 

to patrons upon entry to the Concert Hall.
 

DURATION of the Southern Cross Soloists 

concerts is as advertised in this program. 

Please check our website or with the venue 

before the performance for any updates.
 

Information in this brochure was correct at time 

of printing. Southern Cross Soloists and QPAC 

reserve the right to alter the program or any 

other details as necessary.

Ticketing Information
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Southern Cross Soloists is a not-for-profit arts company operating in Brisbane, Queensland. In addition 

to presenting fine chamber music Australia-wide with world renowned artists, the Southern Cross Soloists 

run educational programs across Queensland and a regional festival in Bangalow, New South Wales. 
 

All donations, no matter the size, are greatly appreciated and invaluable in assisting us to continue 

our work of presenting creative programs of international quality and providing unique educational 

experiences for our communities. All donations are tax deductible. You may choose to allocate your 

donation to any of the company’s programs, which include:
 

• Sponsor the Chair of a Southern Cross Soloists musician

• Sponsor a Guest Soloist for QPAC or Bangalow Music Festival

• Bangalow Music Festival General Fund

• Southern Cross Soloists Education Programs

• SXS Next Gen Artists

• Southern Cross Soloists General Fund
 

If you would like to donate funds or provide support in-kind, 

please contact Southern Cross Soloists:
 

EMAIL  manager@southernxsoloists.com

PH O N E  (07) 3844 7260

POS T  Southern Cross Soloists 

PO Box 3679, South Brisbane, QLD 4101

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Southern Cross Soloists respectfully acknowledge the Traditional 

Owners of this land, and their Elders both past and present.
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Southern Cross Soloists acknowledge and thank these organisations for their generous support:

Support the Southern Cross Soloists
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Soloists is funded by the 
Queensland Government 
through Arts Queensland

Company 
in Residence

Alan Smith
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